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The Latest at CHRIST UMC    SEPTEMBER 2022

Are heaven’s streets paved 
with gold? Is hell a place 
with seven layers, con-

trolled by a red devil with a pitch-
fork tail? Is there such a thing as 
purgatory? What does the pop-
ular tombstone phrase, “Rest in 
Peace,” come from? Is the “king-
dom of God” the same thing as 
the “kingdom of heaven?”  
 
What did Jesus teach about eter-
nal life? What do the Epistles say 
about the final resurrection? What 
is the rapture, and should I be 
afraid? Will I be held accountable 

on judgment day?  
 
You may be surprised that the 
biblical understandings of heaven, 
hell, and
eternal life are far different than 
what we’ve learned from popular 
books, films, and even our men-
tors in the faith.
 
As Christians, biblical hope is not 
about “getting to heaven,” but 
making heaven a reality here on 
earth. Jesus taught this. We pray 
it every week (thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on EARTH as it is 
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Hello 
September!
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Thursday September 1
9:30 Preschool Singing
10am Christ Quilters
7pm BLT

Friday September 2
5pm Girl Scouts

Saturday September 3
Rummage Sale Set Up 

Sunday September 4
Rummage Sale Set Up
9am Heavenly Hash
10:15 Worship in Person & online
10:30 Adventure Kids
6pm Ramp Up

Monday September 5
Rummage Sale Set Up
Labor Day Holiday
**Church Offices Closed**

Tuesday September 6
Rummage Sale Set Up
3pm Feed the Hungry
5pm Kiwanis Concert 

Wednesday September 7
Rummage Sale Set Up
10am Preschool Chapel
10am UMW Board Mtg.
11am BLT
6pm Youth Group
6:30 Choir Practice
 
Thursday September 8
Rummage Sale Set Up
9:30 Preschool Singing
10am Christ Quilters
7pm BLT

Friday September 9
9am-3pm Rummale Sale!
5pm Girl Scouts

Saturday September 10
9am-3pm Rummale Sale!  

Sunday September 11
Rummage Sale Clean Up
9am Heavenly Hash
10:15am Worship In Person & 
Online 
10:30am Adventure Kids 

Monday September 12 
Rummage Sale Clean Up
6:30pm Bible Study  
7pm Boy Scouts

Tuesday September 13
Rummage Sale Clean Up
10am Circle One Mtg.
6:15pm Operations Mtg.
6:30 Freedom Circle Mtg.

Wednesday September 14
10am Preschool Chapel
10am Hope Circle
11am BLT
6pm Youth Group

Thursday September 15
9:30 Preschool Singing
10am Christ Quilters
5pm Chess Club
7pm BLT

Friday September 16
5pm Girl Scouts

Saturday September 17
Pumpkin Patch Set Up

Sunday September 18
Pumpkin Patch Set Up
9am Heavenly Hash
10:15am Worship In Person & 
Online 
10:30am Adventure Kids 

Monday September 19
Pumpkin Patch Set Up
6:30pm Bible Study  
7pm Boy Scouts
 
Tuesday September 20
Pumpkin Patch Set Up

Wednesday September 21
Pumpkin Patch Set Up
10am Preschool Chapel
11am BLT
1pm Worship Design Mtg
6pm Youth Group

Thursday September 22
Pumpkin Patch Set Up
9:30 Preschool Singing
10am Christ Quilters
5pm Chess Club
7pm BLT

Friday September 23
Pumpkin Patch Set Up
5pm Girl Scouts

Saturday September 24
10am Pumpkin Delivery #1

Sunday September 25
9am Heavenly Hash
10:15am Worship In Person & 
Online 
10:30am Adventure Kids

Monday September 26
11am Congregational Care
6:30pm Bible Study
7pm Boy Scouts

Tuesday September 27
7pm Ministry team Mtg.

Wednesday September 28
10am Preschool Chapel
10am UMW Unit Mtg.
11am BLT
6pm Youth Group
6:30pm Choir Practice 

Thursday September 29
9:30 Preschool Singing
10am Christ Quilters
5pm Chess Club
7pm BLT

Friday September 30
5pm Girl Scouts

September Calendar of Events

CHRIST United Methodist Church
400 Penman Rd, Neptune Beach, FL 32266 

(904) 249-5370     •     christumcnb.org

C U M C  F A M I LY  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  &  B I R T H D A Y S 
Celebrations
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in heaven). We’re not supposed 
to escape this world; we’re sup-
posed to cooperate with God’s 
redemptive purposes for this 
world, here and now.
 
On September 18th, we kick off 
a 6-week worship series and 
small group study titled,
“Surprised by Hope,” addressing 
all the questions that are burn-
ing within us about our present

reality, and God’s future.  
 
While the sermon series will ad-
dress these topics, the in-depth
learning opportunities come 
through small groups. Join a 
small group by signing up on 
Realm using the QR code below, 
in-person in the narthex, or by 
contacting the church office. 
The best part about this series is 
there is no “homework” and no 

reading—just show up, as you 
are!

Get ready to be surprised by the 
God who is making all things 
new—yes, even you and me.

In Christ,
Pastor Nelson

From Pastor Nelson  
Cont inued. .

M I N I S T R Y  H I G H L I G H T 
September

“For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” (Eph 2:10)
 
 This month, we highlight 
our global mission support to 
East Angola through Quessua 
Methodist Mission. As the country 
recovers from the Civil War, there 
is an urgent need for education, 
health, nutrition, and modern 
agricultural practices. 

Financial support raised through 
this project will be used to expand 
the school facilities, re-open the 
medical center as well as re-
establish the agricultural programs 
for the good of the surrounding 
communities. 

Hear more about the mission 
work being administered by the 
Quessua Methodist Mission of 
the East Angola Conference in a 
short video interview to be shown 
on September 4. Izel Rodriguez, 
Director of Global Missions for the 
Florida Conference was a recent 
guest speaker of the UMW and 
shared information about this vital 
ministry. 

Fun fact…Pastor Nelson was 
once a young volunteer 
doing mission work under 

the tutelage of Izel Rodriguez in 
East Angola!

IF                you have lost or misplaced any items at the 
church, please stop by the office Monday - 
Thursday 9am to 1pm. We have umbrellas, 

notebooks, sunglasses, and more. 

L O S T  A N D  F O U N D 

Your Stuff Misses You

Did you know that each quarter, the Christ 
UMC youth go on a mission trip right here 
around the Beaches? Every few months, our 

students go out with goody bags of necessary 
items to give them out to our homeless neighbors 
who need them.  
 
The students discuss how Jesus would reach out 
to those who were often forgotten to make sure 
they knew they were seen and most of all, loved. 
This initiative helps them grow in compassion 
and humility, and even gives them practical 
opportunities to pray for strangers.  
 
Right now, the youth are collecting for their next 
homeless initiative, through September 18th!  
 

Items needed for the goody bags are:  
•new socks 
•wash cloths and hand towels 
•toothbrushes and toothpaste 
•soap 
•lotion 
•chapstick 
•prepackaged snacks 
•re\fillable water bottles (these are a favorite!)  
 
Collecting bins will be in the CUMC lobby and 
office through September 18th. 
 
Thank you for helping our students grow in their 
faith! 

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y

Homeless Collection 

S E C U R I T Y  C O R N E R  /  S T A Y  S A F E .  S T A Y  A L I V E .  
Run, Hide, Fight: Part 2

Back in June, we discussed the Run segment of our Run, HIde, Fight Model. Remember, to locate 
at least 2 exits and head for the exit farthest from the threat. Tell others to not go into the threat 
area. Congregate in an area away from the threat and call the Neptune Beach Police 

(904-270-2411 corrected number). In this edition we will discuss finding a secure inside HIDING PLACE 
if you can’t run.
 If a threat is determined such as an active shooter. hide in a room that is lockable. Lock and bar-
ricade the door, and close all blinds. Get out of the shooter’s view and don’t stand in groups. Remain 
quiet, calm, and stay in place. Additionally, silence your phone from ringing and vibration. 
 Communicate with the authorities via text or putting a message in an outside window. Look 
around the room to find makeshift items to defend yourself which leads to next month’s article, if nec-
essary FIGHT. Do not leave your hiding place until an “all clear” has been given. 
 Shootings have continued in Houses of Worship with the latest outside of Birmingham Alabama 
in an Episcopal Church. A man who has occasionally attended worship was admitted for a small group 
pot-luck dinner and opened fire killing 3 elderly people. This is not unlike the Rabbi who let a person 
in and while making him tea. When the shooting became imminent the Rabbi used his Active Shooter 
training to overpower the shooter. 
 The point is, we all must be on our guard at all times as these senseless acts of violence do 
happen. Remember, in every active shooter event in a House of Worship, the congregation thought it 
would never happen to them. Stay alert; stay alive.

If you wish to support the 
work God is doing through this 
month’s mission, please indi-
cate the Quessua Methodist 
Mission on your check memo 
line.  

C O M I N G  S O O N 
New Series & 
Small Groups

Starting September 18th, 
we’ll be kicking off a 

worship series and church-
wide discipleship opportunity: 
“Surprised by Hope.” Based 

on N.T. Wright’s book, 
Surprised By Hope: Rethinking 
Heaven, the Resurrection, and 

the Mission of the Church, 
this 6-week series and small-
group study opportunity will 
transform the way you think 

about our present reality, and 
God’s future! Sign-up using the 

QR code below. 
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V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D 
Fellowship Time

We need your smiling face to make our Fellowship time even better! We only need light 
refreshments, because everything is better with food! Sign-up sheets are posted on the 

Bulletin Board across from the kitchen, and there are many opportunities to serve for the 
months of September. So take a peek this Sunday, and find your new favorite place to volunteer! 

Questions? Call Karen Lagitch 904-894-7441.

Each year, CHRIST UMC hosts a beautiful 
Pumpkin Patch for our local community to 
visit, take photos, and purchase pumpkins. In 

addition to the funds raised, we love the interac-
tions we have with our neighbors! Many families 
return year after year to stage the same photos 
from years past as their children grow up.  
 
Each time we hold a wonderful event like our 
Pumpkin Patch or our Rummage Sale, we encour-
age visitors to take a chance on Christ UMC and 
on God. Buying a pumpkin at our patch may be 
the only experience they’ve had with a church, 
and later when they’re looking for a house of 
worship to baptize their children, or visit for Christ-
mas, guess where they think of first?  
 
That’s right, “The Patch on Penman” and Christ 
UMC! Beacsue they were loved just by being in 
our Patch. 

“Patch Prep” begins Saturday, September 17th at 
9am and we could need YOUR help to make our 
patch the success it always is! There are fences to 
put up, pallets to pull, and decorations to put out 
before our first pumpkin shipment on September 
24th. (Our second truck is due October 10th at 
10am.)  These are both trucks full of pumpkins that 
need to be put out to be sold. 
 
September 24th may seem early, but each day  
our patch is open for business is another 
opportunity for connection with our community, 
and another fundraising pportunity as well!  

The sign up board will be available outside the 
lobby beginning September 11th, and th hours of 
operation will be the same as years prior. 10am till 
8pm Monday through Saturday, and 12pm (noon) 
till 8pm on Sunday. any amount of time you can 
serve is a blessing for our community and you and 
there’s always work to be done!  
 
This year, we are also excited to reach out to the 
local schools to set up visiting times.  If you are 
passionate about connecting with our younger 
members of the community, than we need your 
talents for storytelling and helping them to pick 
out the “perfect pumpkin!”  
 
But wait, there’s more great news! We will also 
be hosting our stone soup luncheon as we have 
in the past for both truck deliveries, September 
24th and October 10th. So really, there’s no good 
reason why you shouldn’t come check it out, and 
enjoy a delicious lunch!  
 
If you have any questions about all things Patch, 
email our Family Ministries Coordinator, Hanna 
Thomas, at Helpfulhannajax@gmail.com.  
 
See you at The Patch! 

I T ’ S  F A L L ,  Y ’ A L L 
All Things Pumpkins! 

I T ’ S  M O R E  T H A N  A  R U M M A G E  S A L E 
Why A Rummage Sale?

Each time we hold an incredible event like the rummage sale or the 
pumpkin patch, the name of God is glorified. Consider the new-in-
town family, or the newlyweds looking for something for their home. 

What they encounter is a community of welcoming, friendly believers 
raising money for a local mission. They encounter a God who loves them 
as demonstrated by each of you who serve. And they encounter an 
authentic church right in their neighborhood with whom they begin to 
build trust. 

While this event is sponsored by the United Methodist Women (UMW), 
it’s a great time for small groups, church families, and really anyone! 
There are numerous ways you can serve; from donating your items 
(through Tuesday, September 6th at 10am), to setup and sorting (starting 
September 3rd), to serving a shift during the Rummage Sale itself on 
September 9th and 10th. It takes a village so we hope you’ll make it a 
point to sign up for a slot! 

All proceeds will go to support a mission as voted on by the UMW. 
Contact Debbie Santacrose at Debra1601@gmail.com with questions.

S E R V E  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y 
Meals on Wheels

Meals on Wheels operates in 
virtually every community in 
America to address senior 

hunger and isolation. For many, 
the volunteer who shows up every 
day with a meal and a smile is the 

only person they see or speak with 
all day. 

Our remaining opportunities 
to serve with Meals on 
Wheels in 2022 are: 

September 5, 7, 9 and November 
21, 23, 25. Please call Sally 
Ogburn (904)703-3424 to 

volunteer.  

C U M C  F A M I LY 
Celebrations

Anniversaries 
September 
2 Hewlett and Mary Ann Belisario
20 Jim and Anne Ransom 

Birthdays
September 
1 Richard Adams
3 Campbell Thornton
Lincoln Thornton
4 Richard DeVane
Teresa Terry
7 Randy Kalar
8 Robert (Andy) Boyette
Shayla Watson

9 Don Sussex
Gayl Bechler
10 Cindy Smith
12 Michelle Forwood
14 Susan Hunter
18 Bob Strachan
William (Woody) Wood
21 Kathleen Stephens
23 Debra Santacrose
Ryan Klein
Sean Klein
24 Sonni McEvoy
26 Ashleigh Gonzalez
John Daugharty
Phillip McCurdy
28 Britta F. Thompson
Hewlett Belisario

C E L E B R A T E : 
Graduating 

Seniors 

We want to prayerfully 
support our 4 

graduating seniors 
this year: Ryan and Sean Klein, 

Juniper (Emma) Berry, and 
Shayla Watson. Please pray 

for them (and all students) that 
they would have a wonderful 
school year and see God at 

work in all they do!
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Messy church is church, 
but not as you know it.  If 
you have attended church 

for a long time, Messy Church 
may not even look like church to 
you.  At Messy Church, all ages 
meet together to learn about 
Christ through games, crafts and 
activities, music, and storytelling 
from the Bible. 

The goal is to reaches families 
where they are to remind them 
that they don’t have to check 
their mess at the doors of the 
church, and that God wants to 
walk alongside them (and us) in 
our struggles. 

Sounds great, right?! Our first 
Messy Church is October 5th 
from 6 to 7pm. This is where 
you come in! Who do you know 

that you could invite to come 
to Messy Church? This event is 
for everyone, but especially for 
families with Elementary aged 
children; think of it like Vacation 
Bible School for the whole 
family! 

Or maybe you’re in a season 
where God might be calling you 
to step outside your comfort 
zone and pour into someone 
else. We would love it if you’d 
consider serving on our Messy 
Church team! You’ll eat dinner 
with the families, help with the 
activities, and sing along to the 
wonderful praise team music. 
What’s not to love!?

If you’d like to hear more about 
this incredible initiative, email 
the team and they’d be happy 

G E T  R E A D Y . . . 
The Nomads Are Coming

to answer questins and get you 
plugged in to serve! 

Helpfulhannajax@gmail.com
Kathy Scott   Kathy_s45@yahoo.
com
Aaron Brunner. Ellwoodbluz@
gmail.com
Jacquie Berry  Berry.
jacquelyn03@gmail.com
Sally ogburn. Srogburn@
comcast.net
Christina Schwartz. 
Cgschwartz14@gmail.com

D A Y  T R I P P E R S 
Save the Date

• October 16 // 1:00pm - 
Catty Shack Ranch

• November 11 - Florida 
United Methodist Children’s 
Home, Enterprise, Florida

• December 11 // 3:00pm - 
Jacksonville Symphony 
Orchestra Holiday Pops, 
$25. (Tickets on sale 
beginning October 9th)

The NOMADS are coming 
for the seventh time to do a 
large work project here at 

Christ United Methodist Church. 

Who are the NOMADS? The 
NOMADS are a group of mostly 
retired Methodists who bring 
their tradesmen skills to United 
Methodist churches. They sup-
ply the “sweat equity” for work 
projects at no cost to the spon-
soring churches.

NOMADS travel in their RVs and 
there are nearly 1100 NOMADS 
serving all over the US! We have 
seen the tremendous benefits 
of having the NOMADS 6 times 
in the past, and are incredibly 
thankful they are coming again.

For our projects they camp at 

Faith UMC across town, and 
commute 25 minutes to CUMC 
to work 9-4 Monday through 
Thursday. The NOMADS will be 
here for three weeks, working 
February 13 through March 2. 

If you’re interested in seeing the 
tremendous NOMAD work from 
prior years, ask Mike and Sonni 
McEvoy, or Bob Strachan and 
Shirley VanDuzer to  show you 
the projects the NOMADS have 
completed at CUMC. 

Christ UMC will be responsible 
for supplying the project ma-
terials, for which details will be 
coming soon. Stay tuned for 
more information on how you 
can make our NOMADS project 
a success.
 

All are invited to join the 
Day Trippers at Noon 
on Saturday, September 

24th! The group will gather at 
the sanctuary of St John the 
Baptist Roman Catholic Church 
(on Mayport Road) to hear the 
Singers By the Sea perform in a 
free concert. This large chorus 
has been around the Beaches 
for many years, and even some 
of our church family have been 
members!  
 
After the concert, all are invited 
to enjoy free Filipino food (e.g. 

lumpia, pancit, etc) in St. John’s 
fellowship hall until 1:30pm. You 
can choose to eat inside or at 
the picnic area outside.  
 
After lunch, stick around to 
explore the craft vendors from 
all over, including silent auction 
items and raffles. Walgreens will 
even be giving annual flu shots! 
The show ends at 4:00. 

No need to make a reservation, 
but if you have questions, call
Cindy Kastner 904-221-4103.

S I N G E R S ,  C R A F T E R S ,  A N D  C O O K S

Day Trippers
C O M I N G  S O O N 
Messy Church

The UMW summer day trip this year was a 
visit to our local Jacksonville Beach Museum 
where an informative history of our area was 

presented by the Museum.  We then enjoyed a 
delightful lunch at local favorite, Renna’s Pizza.

September we are back to our normal schedule 
for the circle meetings and our Unit meeting on 
September 28.

UMW Board Meeting 
• Wed. September 7th 10am in the Parlor
Circle One 
• Tues. September 13th 10am in Wilson Hall 10 
Freedom Circle 
• Tues. September 13th 6:30pm in the Parlor
Hope Circle 
• Wed. September 14th at 10am in Wilson Hall
Unit Meeting 
• Wed. Sept 28th 10am Wilson hall

U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N  
Summer Trip

O U R  O N L I N E  C O M M U N I T Y 
Realm: It’s More 
Than Just Giving

Our new online giving 
program, REALM, not 

only makes it easy to give 
and set up recurring gifts, but 
also helps you stay connected 
to Christ UMC. You can see the 

church calendar, register for 
events, and even connect with 
a serving group! We’re excited 

about the new things happening 
here through our online 

community, but we need YOU 
to make it even better! If you’d 

like account-level access, please 
contact Mary at the church office 
at 904-249-5370, and we’ll get 

you set up.
Want to get started now?  
Scan this QR code or visit  
onrealm.org/christumc to  

create your profile.


